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Hello again!  
 
Thank you for joining us in this webinar series and session 
about biodiversity and conservation in Utah. Here is a final art 
and science activity to make some observations of biodiversity 
in your local area. 
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Just like we learned about in the Webinar 
session, it’s important to see and know what 
animals are there. It’s equally important to 
know if animals aren’t there, the ones that 
normally would call these areas their home. 
We can then figure out how to best protect 
them and the land.  
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Now let’s go and make some observations  
with a Local Animal Observation Activity. 

Supplies needed: 
-  Pencil 
-  Notebook or paper and clipboard 
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Step 1: 
Get ready to go out and make some observations on local 
wildlife by writing down the below questions in your notebook 
or on your paper. Make sure to leave spaces for you to answer. 
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-  Date
-  Time
-  Temperature
-  Weather Condition 
-  Location
-  Coordinates  
-  Species Name (if known)
-  Physical Description  

-  Number of Individuals 
   Monitored (how many of 
   this type of animal you see) 
-  Behavioral Notes (what is 
   the animal doing)
-  Sketch (leave yourself 
   plenty of room to make 
   your sketch) 



 
 
Step 2: 
Go outside into a Utah environment. This can be done as a 
class or individually. 
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Step 3: 
What can you observe around you? What do you see?  
Hear? Smell? 
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Step 4: 
Find at least one animal (a bird, squirrel, lizard, deer, etc.) 
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Step 5: 
While looking 
closely at your 
chosen animal 
start to fill in your 
notebook. You can 
use this observation 
as an example. 
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Step 6: 
Finish your 
observation with  
a sketch. Include  
as many details  
as possible. 
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Step 7: 
As a class, gather together all of your observations and 
look at the biodiversity in your area! How many people saw 
similar animals? What are some differences between the 
observations? Did you notice anything that could be dangerous 
to the animals? What’s something people can do to help make 
it safer?  
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Share your observations with others!   
 
-  Help with the biodiversity sciences in your area! To do and 
   submit more observations with a phone, download and use 
   the iNaturalist app. 
-  Have your work featured on the UMFA website by submitting 
   pictures to schoolprograms@umfa.utah.edu. Or, if possible, 
   post on social media with #umfak12 and tag us on Instagram 
   or Facebook with @utahmuseumoffinearts or on twitter 
   with @umfa.
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