salt 15: Horacio Rodriguez

Teachers! Please read Horacio Rodriguez’s interview to frame the discussion
questions. The following content is meant to guide discussions in your
classroom. You do not need to facilitate every prompt, but rather pick and

choose questions and activities that are of interest to you and your students.

While many of the ideas can be modified for a variety of ages, some may be
more grade / age appropriate than others.

Installation view of salt 15: Horacio Rodriguez at the Utah Museum of Fine
Arts, January 22-June 26, 2022.
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Immigration can be a difficult topic to discuss. Students in classrooms can
be affected by immigration personally, through family, or friends—you might
not know a student’s connection to immigration. Create a sense of safety

in the classroom for all students by setting some rules and agreements for
discussion as a class:

1.  Encourage and require respectful conversation. Define what respect
and disrespect looks, feels, and sounds like.

2. ltis ok to have different opinions. Listen to and consider the ideas
of others.

Hate is not welcome but a brave and loving space is.
Empower students that their voices matter.
Promote participation without singling or calling students out.

Be inclusive of all students.
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Difficult conversations can bring up emotional and sensitive topics for
students. Talk to students ahead of time, offer alternate activities, stop
any lesson that is upsetting.

IMMIGRATION AND MIGRATION

What is the difference between migration and immigration?

Migration: people moving from one place to another
Immigration: people moving into a new country
Emigration: people moving out of the country

Migration has been going on for thousands of years, but immigration is a
more recent idea that is the result of countries controlling the movement of
people across national borders.

e Why do you think countries and governments control their borders?
Why do people make the decision to immigrate to a different country?

e What are Human Rights? Ask students to write down their ideas and
share and compare with the class.

e What rights do people need to live? Write down as many different
rights you can think of. As a class, decide together on a definition of
Human Rights.

e What might immigration and human rights have to do with each other?

Many of the reasons people leave their home countries are connected to
human rights, or the lack of them. Circle some of the rights you wrote down
that might lead a person to immigrate.

e What are some challenges and benefits people might face when they
immigrate to a new place?



Discuss historical examples of immigration for human rights reasons. What
are some contemporary examples? (Connect this conversation to classroom
learning, focusing on immigration in Utah, US, around the world, historical,
or now, for example.)

Consider and discuss effects of people leaving one place and moving to
another past, present and future. What are positives and negatives for the
people and the countries they leave and move to?

Research native perspectives on immigration to the US. As the only group
that does not have immigrant ancestors, what issues are important to them?
What might the statement, “The border crossed us” illustrate?

BORDERS AND WALLS

In his work, Horacio Rodriguez is interested in exploring ideas of borders and
walls. What is the first thing that comes to mind when you think of a wall?
How might a wall be a symbol physically, mentally, and emotionally?

e Do you think the borders of countries should have walls or fences to
separate them? Why or why not?

e  Foryou, does a wall create separation or protection? What is your
evidence and reasoning for your opinion? Find someone in the class
with a different idea and discuss (remember your classroom agreements
when discussing and debating this issue!)

e What are the similarities and differences between either side of a border
(physically, mentally, emotionally, etc.)? What things are real / tangible /
fact, and what is imagined?

e Spend time with the Native Land map online at https://native-land.ca.
What do you notice about the borders and areas of land on this map.
What might this tell us about the many Indigenous perspectives on
borders and ownership?

THE STORIES OF US

As noted in his interview, Rodriguez is interested in “a collaboration with
my ancestors” as part of his artmaking practice. Using ancient objects and
artworks from Mexico that are connected with cultural traditions, the artist’s
identity, and his Indigenous roots are all important aspects of his work.

Ask students to pick one to three objects from their home that tell a story
about them and their family.

Possible questions to ask about the objects:
e What materials is it made of?

e What personal or cultural symbols does the object have?



e What stories does your object tell?
e Has the object been passed down?
e |[sit used for special occasions?

e Has it been brought from somewhere?

Students could expand upon this project by interviewing someone in their
family about the objects they are highlighting.

Students could bring the objects (or pictures of the objects) to school and
the class could set up a museum to learn about the students and families
in the class.

Do any of the objects tell a story about migration or immigration? Have any
of the objects crossed any borders?

To expand on this idea, please visit the “Your Story” link below.

RESOURCES:

https://socialjusticebooks.org/booklists/immigration/
https://yourstory.tenement.org/resources/for-educators

https://populationeducation.org/5-tips-for-teaching-immigration-to-
elementary-students/

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/06/learning/lesson-plans/border-wall-
lesson-plan.html

*This lesson plan, Deconstructing the Wall: Teaching About the Symbolism,
Politics and Reality of the U.S.-Mexico Border, is from Jan. 2019. While some
things may have changed in the time since then, it can be adapted for current
classroom use.
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